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Tūwhitia te hopo, 
mairangatia te angitū!

Eliminate the negative, accentuate the positive!



Do the best you 
can until you 

know better, then 
when you know 
better, do better.

Maya Angelou





Equity - noun

Just and fair inclusion. An 
equitable society is one in 
which all can participate and 
prosper. The goals of equity 
must be to create conditions 
that allow all to reach their 
full potential.
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Equity creates a path from hope to change.



Colonisation, the root cause. Ripples, the 
trauma



Trauma Resilience



Our history serves as a reminder of 

how far we have come, how powerful 

and resilient we are, and most 

importantly… that our tūpuna are 

guiding us and our mokopuna are 

watching us.



Weaponised to Colonise Engaged to Re-indigenise



"Māori need to have a 
cultural identity that 

reflects our spiritual place 
in the world. To be well, 

Māori require knowledge of 
their culture, their identity, 

and their heritage. Only 
then can one understand 
their place in the world. ”

Durie, 2001



Ākonga Māori: Hierarchy of Needs

Connection to Whakapapa, 
Relationships

Reo, Tikanga, Mātauranga

Achieving 
Success AS 

Māori









Ambicultural Identity
Belonging to multiple cultures. 

I can walk confidently in 
a Pākehā world, and in a 

Māori world.



guardians of the 
status quo. Long 
after the quo has 
lost its status!



Kia ū ki tō reina e hoa mā!
Kāua e tūohu!



Being an Ally

An ally is someone who uses their voice, 
influence and privilege to stand with 

marginalised groups and create a more 
equitable world.

Being an ally is a verb, not a noun.

It’s a call to take action.



Making mokopuna led decisions because 
we know they’re counting on us.



Māori are…
Creatives, Historians, Scientists, 
Astronomers, Poets, Physicians, 
Lawyers, Navigators, Pioneers, 
Architects, Engineers, Teachers, 

Technicians, Economists, 
Authors, Mathematicians, 

Strategists and

Innovators



“Be who we are, live our 
values, speak our reo, 
care for our mokopuna, 
our awa, our maunga, 
just be Māori... Māori 
all day, everyday. We are 
here, we are strong, we 
are all elite Māori.”

Kiingi Tuuheitia Pootatau Te Wherowhero VII
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